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What is Cleantech?

What is SDTC?

Buildings heated by natural biogas. Electric vehicles crisscrossing the country. Entire communities
powered by garbage. If it sounds like science fiction, it’s because not long ago it was. But today,
it’s not. It’s known as cleantech – or clean technologies.

Simply put, Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC)
is Canada’s best resource for realising the economic and
environmental potential of cleantech.

Cleantech improves business performance while using resources more responsibly, and reducing
or eliminating negative environmental impact.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, we fund cleantech development
and bring together the necessary players to launch those Canadian
innovations to market. We coach the companies and entrepreneurs
through the process of scaling up their technology and connect them
with potential clients.

SDTC has three different funds to support the development and
pre-commercial demonstration of clean technology innovations.
The SD Tech Fund™ focuses on projects that address environmental
performance in terms of climate change, clean air, clean water and clean soil.
A partner with the Canadian Gas Association (CGA), the SD Natural Gas Fund™
supports the development and demonstration of new downstream
natural gas technologies.
SDTC’s NextGen Biofuels Fund™ supports the establishment of first-of-kind,
large-scale demonstration facilities for the production of next-generation
renewable fuels and co-products.

Canada has a thriving community of people
and businesses investing in cleantech.
From technology developers, to investors, to industry putting cleantech tools to use,
thousands of Canadians are involved in putting technology to the task of addressing Canada’s
need for clean air, clean water, clean soil and climate change solutions.

Cleantech is an opportunity extending far beyond Canada’s borders — worth
$12 billion in revenues here at home, and an astonishing $1 trillion abroad.
It is a sector that generates over 50,000 jobs here in Canada and revenues in the order of
$12 billion - $6 billion of those in export revenues alone. What’s more, the worldwide appetite
for cleantech is growing. If Canada maintains its growth, it will represent an opportunity
for a $50 billion Canadian cleantech industry by 20221.
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Analytica Advisors 2015 Canadian Clean Technology Report.

Cleantech improves environmental performance.

Cleantech uses resources
more responsibly.

SDTC builds Canada’s
economy by investing in its
entrepreneurs and enabling
the development of
clean technologies.
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CHAR Technologies

RESULTS TO DATE

THE YEAR AHEAD

Partnering for Real Results
SDTC’s solid project management and partnership-building skills integrate industry
and government to work effectively with the financial community—nurturing and growing
the almost 300 technology projects that make up the current portfolio. Over 90% of this
portfolio consists of projects led by Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs).
We know the technologies we fund have a long road to go before they reach market.
We know the companies that lead them need support to launch those technologies.
Our focus is on building better projects.

Nurture: SDTC’s Virtual Incubator
The Virtual Incubator program nurtures companies to be in a position to obtain valuable
SDTC funding. The program provides tailored help to applicants through a coaching program
for entrepreneurs who have high-potential, innovative technologies they are looking to
move forward. The process helps those but may not be quite ready to take the next step
in terms of technology development, business planning, accessing potential partners
or funding. Through its virtual and in-person sessions, the Incubator has helped grow the
number of companies who apply to SDTC and make it through the decision-making process
to become a funded company.

Build: Sound project management and SDTC’s consortium model
SDTC builds companies’ ability to make it to market by sound project management and
support as the project moves through milestones. One key aspect of SDTC’s support is help
finding the right consortium. Made up of academia, end users, customer and others, this is a
group that leads the technology development phase with real-world feedback and guidance.

Launch: Leveraging relationships to help companies reach markets
Finally, SDTC launches companies to find customers in Canada and abroad. Armed with
extensive knowledge of the cleantech market worldwide and with relationships with the
finance community and other government bodies whose goal it is to move Canadian
innovation to market, SDTC has helped its portfolio attract follow-on financing or technology
adoption opportunities. We have brokered relationships that have seen our companies
meet investors, heads of industry or program leaders that help them make the next steps.
SDTC will work closer with provinces and other industry partners to foster
meaningful relationships that translate into opportunities for our portfolio companies.

Moving cleantech to market.

CHAR Technologies started out in SDTC’s Virtual
Incubator program, the moved on to obtain funding
through the SD Natural Gas Fund.

“ We can now build the system and show it to
users to get that market validation. Now we
can explore the growth we want to achieve.”
Andrew White
		

President & CEO
CHAR Technologies

Ostara
Ostara will double the number of in-market
installations of the technology funded by SDTC in the
next year. Though the project has been completed for
a few years, Ostara still credits SDTC for its role in
Ostara’s success.

“ SDTC support really launched us in the
commercial phase – especially at a time
when it was very difficult to get funding.
SDTC support was the key that unlocked the
doors to commercial markets.”
Phillip Abrary
		

President & CEO
Ostara Nutrient Recovery
Technologies

Saltworks
Saltworks is developing an advanced desalination
and brine management solution for applications
in the oil sands, mining and landfill sectors. Previous
versions of this technology are currently used in
operations and have even found their way to the
International Space Station.

“ SDTC has been a key factor in Saltworks’
growth and in creating highly skilled jobs.
They have made a highly valuable
contribution in supporting advancement
of technologies much needed by Canadian
industry and provided a fundamental step
in the commercialization of our advanced
desalination and brine management solutions.”
Mitchell Frank
		

Manager,
Business Development & Marketing
Saltworks
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GHG Reductions
66 Technologies completed by the end of
2014 reported actual GHG emissions
reductions of approximately 4.5 Million
tonnes of CO2 equivalent in that year.

That was like taking nearly
950,000 cars off the road in 2014.

Cost Savings
In 2014, 119 completed projects produced an
estimated cost savings of $108 million through the
benefits of cleaner air, water, and soil, and waste reduction.
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SDTC funds cleantech projects and coaches the entrepreneurs that lead them.
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